
 

 

 

Hawthorn Board of Directors Meeting 

June 15, 2020 

1901 N. Kingshighway Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63113 

Regular Meeting 

  

Board Members Present on zoom: Kathryn Love (Chair), Liz Buchman, Rachana Creeth, Nikki 

Doughty, Mil Galvin, Sara Goellner, Jason Hall, Alex Pearson, Mary Stillman, Edes Gilbert, Jessica 

Portis, Tim Rowbottom, John Ross 

Hawthorn Staff Present on zoom: Daphne Robinson, Sikina Lee 

Others Present on zoom:  Sierhah Price, Kristie Skor, Claire Byrne, Lori Sommers, Victoria May  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by Kathryn Love. 

The consent agenda, consisting of the SY 2020-21 School Calendar, the May Check Ledger and 

May meeting minutes, was moved, seconded and approved unanimously.   

Kathryn Love gave the Board Chairs report.  She first recognized Jessica Portis, whose term on 

the Board is ending, for her great contributions of time and talent to the school.  She next 

announced that the charter for the school was extended for an additional 5 years by DESE, and 

that the school and Washington University will be executing another agreement relating to the 

University’s sponsorship of the school. 

The Finance Committee Report was given by Sierhah Price of Ed Ops.  She described revenue 
and expense variances for the prior month including some unexpected building maintenance.  
We are waiting to hear how DESE’s payments to charter schools will change next year.  
Enrollment and faculty/staff hiring will always be the key drivers of the budget. 
 



Daphne Robinson, Head of School, updated the board on enrollment outreach and new family 
interest, which continues to be challenging during the pandemic. Ms. Robinson said the school 
will be reaching out to all the families that was enrolled last school year to see if their daughters 
will be returning.  
 
Alex Pearson and Nikki Doughty presented the suggestion that Hawthorn add a new position of 
Director of Enrollment Management and Community Engagement. The suggestion was well 
received, but because of the budget implications, the Board decided to consider this potential 
new position at the July meeting when a revised SY budget is discussed. 
 
Jason Hall gave the Governance Committee report.  He thanked Jessica Portis who is rolling off 
the board this month.  
 
Mr. Hall on behalf of the Governance Committee of the Board of the School nominated the 

following persons as Directors of the school to hold office for a three year term ending at the 

annual meeting of School or until their successors are elected and qualified:  

Three-year Term ending 2023 

Tim Rowbottom 
Edes Gilbert 

 
The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Mr. Hall on behalf of the Governance Committee next nominated the following persons to the 

offices of this school set opposite their respective names, to serve in accordance with the 

Bylaws of this school, and at the discretion of the Board until their respective successors are 

elected and qualify or until their earlier resignation or removal:  

Board Chair: Kathryn Love  

Secretary: Nikki Doughty  

Treasurer: Rachana Creeth 

The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

The Governance Committee plans to spend the next quarter developing suggestions for a Board 
Vice Chair and an Executive Committee. 
 
The Board at 6:20 p.m.  then approved a motion by following roll call vote to enter Closed 
Session to discuss legal (§ 610.021(1) RSMo.) and personnel (§ 610.021(3) and (13) RSMo.) 
matters. 
 

Liz Buchman - aye 

Rachana Creeth -- aye 



Nikki Doughty -- aye 

Mil Galvin - aye 

Sara Goellner - aye 

Jason Hall -- aye 

Kathryn Love – aye 

Alex Pearson - aye  

Jessica Portis – aye 

John Ross - aye 

Mary Stillman – aye 

Tim Rowbottom – aye 

Edes Gilbert – aye 

 

A resolution to exit the Closed Session was approved by the following roll call vote: 

Liz Buchman - aye 

Rachana Creeth -- aye 

Nikki Doughty -- aye 

Mil Galvin - aye 

Sara Goellner - aye 

Jason Hall -- aye 

Kathryn Love – aye 

Alex Pearson - aye  

Jessica Portis – aye 

Mary Stillman – aye 

Tim Rowbottom – aye 

Edes Gilbert – aye 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:53 p.m. 


